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COMMUNITY  PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

$25,000 Accessible America 2004 Official Entry Form

      Community Name:  ________________________________________________

Name of Chief Elected Official: _______________________________________

Title of Chief Elected Official (check one):  

· Mayor

· Commissioner

· Other title:  _______________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________

                  ______________________________________________________

                  ______________________________________________________

Phone:  (       )_____________________ Fax:   (        )_____________________

Email:  _____________________________   Web address:_________________

Contact person for award notification (if other than Chief Elected Official)

Name:  __________________________________________

Title:    __________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________

                 ________________________________________

                _________________________________________

Phone:  (       )_____________________ Fax:   (       )_____________________

Email:  ________________________________
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I. Demographics awareness (5% of total score)
                Judges will be looking for:  an indication that the community is developing

                knowledge about how many people with disabilities live, learn, work and

                play in the community.  This knowledge helps civic leaders optimize

     effective planning for citizen and visitor needs.           

The total number of citizens in our community is:  _____________

The total number of citizens with disabilities is: ___________________ from the Census 2000, Demographic Profiles.  To obtain this information, go to http://censtats.census.gov/pub/ and select “Profiles/shtml”.    Select the state, enter the name of your community and click “Go”.  On page 2 locate “Disability Status of the Civilian Non-institutionalized Population”.  Add the numbers for each age bracket to obtain your community’s total.

	II. Promoting a physically accessible environment (20% of total scor*)

	                  Judges will be looking for:  best practices models used by communities 

                   to address existing physical barriers and ensure accessibility in capital 

                   improvement projects.  These measures increase the potential for

                   participation by people with disabilities in community activities and programs.

How many of the following methods are used by your community to assure a 

physically accessible environment (check all that apply):
· Community has established or is establishing an advisory body 

that includes citizens with disabilities to address disability-related 

issues.

· Community’s ADA Compliance Plan was reviewed within the past 

 12 months. 

· Community has a process in place to encourage identification of  

       and solutions for physical barriers within the community.  

· Elected or appointed people with disabilities serve in positions of 

leadership in the community.

· Other: attach up to one-half page of text to explain.

	III. Communicating a welcoming attitude (20% of total score)
                  Judges will be looking for:  indications that the community is making

                  efforts to attract people with disabilities in its over-all outreach plan

                  to the general public.                  

If a community is welcoming to people with disabilities it should be using public relations and marketing tools to advertise the fact.  To be a model for the country, a community should actively seek to attract people with disabilities as students, workers, tourists and residents.  
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	Does your community use any of these tools to attract people with disabilities?  Please check all that apply. 

· Exterior signage indicating building or program points of access or welcome.

· Community’s web site includes easy to find information for people with disabilities.

· Phone book listings include TDD/TTY numbers.

· New resident information specific to the needs of people with disabilities is available. 

· Local board of tourism or chamber of commerce specifically promotes the accessible features/attractions in the community.

· Other: attach up to one-half page of text to explain.

	

	IV.       Efforts to integrate citizens with disabilities into community life (30% of total score)

	                 Judges will be looking for:  community support (i.e. transportation

                  services, accessible communication, housing initiatives, social

                  opportunities) that encourages people with disabilities to participate in local

                  activities such as attending meetings, serving on committees, providing

                  input on community initiatives, etc.

While no community is perfect, some primarily approach problem solving with dollars, while other communities engage human resources in a neighborly approach to access or other problems for citizens with disabilities.

Give three examples of how the community uses its available resources to encourage citizens with disabilities to participate in the life and activities of the community.   Attach up to one-half page additional text if needed.
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IV. Creating a dialogue to inspire others (15% of total score)

Judges will be looking for:  evidence that the community goes beyond “working for” citizens with disabilities to “working with” citizens with   disabilities.

The model community will demonstrate a willingness to learn about its citizens with disabilities from its citizens with disabilities.  An inspired community has a desire to educate others in the community, and even beyond, about people with disabilities.

Please describe how your community promotes education about and opportunities for people with disabilities.  Attach one-half page maximum of text, if needed. 

V. Additional information (10% of total score)

Judges will be looking for:  information on including people with disabilities in the emergency preparedness planning process for the community, securing voting access, or other unique programs or partnerships that increase the participation of citizens with disabilities.

Please provide any information not already covered in this application that demonstrates why your community should be the Accessible America 2004 winner. Attach up to 1 page of additional text if needed.
