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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM           

910 Sixteenth St., NW, Washington, DC 20006

V: (202) 293-5960  TDD: (202) 293-5968   Fax: (202) 293-7999

Accessible America 2004 

Guidelines and Instructions

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Accessible America 2004 competition is to recognize and promote replication of exemplary practices that communities employ to facilitate the comprehensive involvement of citizens with disabilities in community life.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION

All entries for the Accessible America 2004 Award Competition must be postmarked or faxed no later than Sunday, October 31, 2004.

 $25,000 CASH  PRIZE


There will be one prize of $25,000 awarded by the sponsors of the competition, the National Organization on Disability (N.O.D.) and UPS.  The name of the winning community will be announced in December 2004.

The cash award will be presented to the Chief Elected Official of the winning city, town or county by N.O.D. The award funds should be used to further the community’s efforts in closing the participation gaps for citizens with disabilities.

ELIGIBILITY

Any city, town or county in the United States and its territories may submit entries for the Accessible America 2004 competition. Previous N.O.D. Community Awards Program winners are eligible to apply; however, previous Accessible America award recipients are not eligible. Counties may enter only if they are representing unincorporated communities within their borders.  In case multiple entries are received for the same community, the first one to arrive at N.O.D. will be considered as the official entry.

2004 APPLICATION FORM

Entries must be submitted using the official Accessible America Application form available through the National Organization on Disability or online at www.nod.org.   The Accessible America 2004 application must be accompanied by a one-page cover letter on the community’s letterhead and signed by the mayor or chief elected official.

FORMATTING YOUR ENTRY

Please use these criteria when attaching optional pages as indicated on the application form:  

· 8 ½” X 11” plain paper 

· 1” margins

· Arial font preferred

· 12 point font size

SENDING YOUR ENTRY  

To submit your entry by mail, UPS, or other service, send on or before October 31, 2004 deadline to: 

Accessible America 2004

National Organization on Disability  

910 Sixteenth St., NW  

Washington, DC  20006  

To submit by fax on or before October 31, 2004: 

Accessible America 2004

FAX # (202) 293-7999

JUDGING PROCESS

All entries will undergo a preliminary judging session to select the finalists.  A second panel of national disability experts and advocates will judge the finalist communities.  The finalist community with the highest composite score, as determined by the individual judge’s score sheets, will determine the Accessible America 2004 winner. 

POINT OF CONTACT:

For questions or comments regarding the Accessible America competition, please contact Nancy Starnes, National Organization on Disability, 910 Sixteenth St., NW, Washington, DC 20006, (V) 202/ 293-5960   (TDD) 202/293-5968   or email starnes@nod.org.

HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR ENTRY

Here are some suggestions to get you thinking about your community’s entry:

· For the purposes of your entry, a person with a disability is anyone with a physical, mental or sensory disability, health problem, or handicap that currently keeps him or her from participating fully in work, school, housework, or activities associated with community life. 

· For census data on the number of people with disabilities in your community, refer to http://censtats.census.gov/pub/.  Select “Profiles/shtml” to bring up a screen where you can indicate a state, enter the name of your community and click “Go”.  Page 2 has the data on “Disability Status of the Civilian Non-institutionalized Population”. If data specific to your community is not available, contact your State Data Center Program.  A listing is available online at http://www.census.gov/sdc/www/.

· Highlight how your city or town has looked beyond the requirements of federal disability laws, such as the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA) and the Fair Housing Amendments Act to ensure that your citizens with disabilities can participate in activities typical of community life.

· Indicate how your city or town has addressed participation gap areas identified in the 2004 N.O.D./Harris Survey of Americans with Disabilities.* http://www.nod.org/content.cfm?id=1537.

· Think comprehensively – think about systemic changes that have made a difference in the lives of your citizens with disabilities. Use individual projects or programs as examples of how a change in policy, philosophy or attitudes affected the incorporation of people with disabilities into community activities.

· Involve citizens with and without disabilities in your community with the development of ideas for your entry.

* The 2004 National Organization on Disability/Harris Survey of Americans with Disabilities is sponsored by American Express, AstraZeneca, Milbank Foundation for Rehabilitation, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, NEC Foundation of America, and RRTC on Workforce Investment and Employment Policy for Persons with Disabilities, U.S. Department of Education Grant #H133B980042-99, Law, Health Policy & Disability Center, University of Iowa College of Law. The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation collaborated on this survey and funded the health section.
